South & West Cumberland Fisheries Advisory Committee 3rd April, 1978 by unknown
North 
West 
Water
Dawson House, Great Sankey 
Warrington WA5 3LW 
Telephone Penketh 4321
F.2/A26 23rd March, 1978
To: Members of the South and West Cumberland 
Fisheries Advisory Committee:
(Messrs. W.F. Hobson (Chairman);
F. Bunting; E.H. Fleming Smith;
A. Gleaden; J.M. Mawson; S.G. Payne;
G.B. Sedgwick; R.J.W. Slack;
G.N.F. Wingate; E. Young; and the 
Chairman of the Authority (P.J. Liddell); 
and the Chairman of the Regional Fisheries 
Advisory Committee (T.A.F. Barnes)
(ex officio)).
Dear Sir,
A meeting of the SOUTH AND WEST CUMBERLAND FISHERIES ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE will be held at 2.30 p.m. on MONDAY, 3RD APRIL, 1978, at 
the OFFICE OF THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE, ALLERDALE DISTRICT COUNCIL, 
HOLMEWOOD, EGREMONT ROAD, COCKERMOUTH, for consideration of the 
following business.
Yours faithfully,
G.W. SHAW,
Director of Administration.
A G E N D A
1. Apologies for absence.
2. Minutes of the last meeting (previously circulated).
3. Eskett Quarries.
4. Water Resource Development - West Cumbria Industrial 
Supply Scheme.
5. Fisheries Income and Expenditure.
6. British Steel Corporation, Workington Works - effluent disposal.
7. Terminated angling leases.
8. Report by the Area Fisheries Officer on fisheries activities.
9. Calendar of meetings, 1978-79.
10. Institute of Fisheries Management - Annual Study Course.
11. Any other business.
F .2 /A  7 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
SOUTH AND WEST CUMBERLAND 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
3RD APRIL 1978
ESKETT QUARRIES
1 . F u r th e r  t o  th e  r e p o r t  s u b m it te d  t o  th e  m e e tin g  o f  th e  C om m ittee on 
9 th  J a n u a r y ,  1978  (M in u te  N o. 22) i t  i s  now u n d e r s t o o d  t h a t  t h e  
p r o p o s a l  by C um bria C ounty  C o u n c il  t o  a c q u i r e  p a r t  o f  th e  E s k e t t  
Q u arry  sy s te m  f o r  w a s te  d i s p o s a l  p u rp o s e s  h a s  b een  ab andoned . W r i t te n  
c o n f i r m a t io n  i s  a w a ite d  from  th e  C ounty  C o u n c il  t h a t  th e  p la n n in g  
a p p l i c a t i o n  h a s  been  w ith d ra w n .
2 . A se c o n d , e x p e r im e n ta l ,  p r o p o s a l  t o  pump m ine w a te r  t o  th e  e x i s t i n g  
lag o o n  sy s te m  f o r  t r e a tm e n t  f o r  a  t r i a l  p e r io d  o f  t h r e e  m onths p r i o r  
t o  any  e x te n s io n  o f  q u a r r y in g  a c t i v i t i e s  a t  th e  s i t e  h a s  n o t  y e t  
commenced. A lth o u g h  p ip e s  and pum ping eq u ip m en t a r e  a v a i l a b l e ,  th e r e  
h a s  been  some d e la y  in  n e g o t i a t i o n s  f o r  e a se m e n ts  w ith  th e  lan d o w n er. 
W ater q u a l i t y  s u rv e y s  have  b een  c a r r i e d  o u t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  th e  p r e s e n t  
p o s i t i o n  and  s u rv e y s  w i l l  c o n t in u e  f o r  c o m p a ra tiv e  p u rp o se s  when th e  
t r i a l  schem e i s  i n s t a l l e d .
F .2 /A 20 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
SOUTH AND WEST CUMBERLAND 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
3RD APRIL 1978
WATER RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT 
WEST CUMBRIA INDUSTRIAL SUPPLY SCHEME
1. At th e  p re v io u s  m ee tin g  o f  th e  C om m ittee on 9 th  J a n u a ry ,  1978, i t  
was recommended t h a t  d i s c u s s io n  s h o u ld  ta k e  p la c e  betw een  o f f i c e r s  o f  
th e  A u th o r i ty  and a p p r o p r i a t e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  th e  f i s h e r y  i n t e r e s t s  
on th e  R iv e r  D erw ent, t o  a s c e r t a i n  t h e i r  v iew s on th e  p ro p o se d  d e v e lo p ­
m en t, w ith  p a r t i c u l a r  r e f e r e n c e  to  th e  p o i n t  o f  a b s t r a c t i o n .
2 . S u b se q u e n t to  a m eeting h e ld  a t  W a rr in g to n  on 1 s t  M arch, 1978, w ith  
th e  A u t h o r i t y 's  c o n s u l t a n t s  f o r  th e  schem e, th e  R e g io n a l F i s h e r i e s  
O f f i c e r  c o n f e r r e d  w ith  th e  C hairm an o f  t h i s  Com m ittee and Mr. E.M. 
F lem ing  Sm ith  r e p r e s e n t in g  E grem ont E s t a t e s ,  th e  p r i n c i p a l  i n t e r e s t  
a f f e c t e d  by th e  schem e. The p ro p o se d  l o c a t io n  o f  th e  a b s t r a c t i o n  
p o i n t  was d is c u s s e d  to g e th e r  w ith  th e  a rra n g e m e n ts  w hich had  been  
fo rm u la te d  t o  e n s u r e ,  a s  f a r  a s  p o s s i b l e ,  t h a t  d e sc e n d in g  s m o lts  w ould 
be p r e v e n te d  from  e n te r in g  th e  in ta k e .
3 . The C hairm an , h a v in g  spoken  to  th e  l o c a l  f i s h e r y  i n t e r e s t s ,  in fo rm ed  
th e  R e g io n a l F i s h e r i e s  O f f ic e r  t h a t  he  d id  n o t  c o n s id e r  t h a t  any 
f u r t h e r  c o n s u l t a t i o n  was r e q u i r e d .  The M anager o f  Egrem ont E s t a t e 's  
C a s t le  F i s h e r i e s ,  ( su b se q u e n t i t  was u n d e rs to o d , to  a c o n v e r s a t io n  
w ith  Mr. F lem ing  S m ith ) ,  gave a s im i l a r  r e p ly .  A l e t t e r  was t h e r e f o r e  
s e n t  t o  Mr. F lem ing  Sm ith  i n d ic a t i n g  t h a t ,  u n le s s  a r e p ly  to  th e  
c o n t r a r y  was r e c e iv e d  by th e  A u th o r i ty  b e fo re  24 th  M arch, 1978 i t  
w ould be assum ed t h a t  E grem ont E s t a t e s  had  no o b je c t io n  to  th e  p ro ­
p o sed  d ev e lo p m en t.
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FISHERIES INCOME AND EXPENDITURE
1 . The C o m m itte e 's  recom m endation  made a t  th e  l a s t  m ee tin g  on 9 th  J a n u a ry  
1978 , in  r e l a t i o n  to  f u r t h e r  i n c r e a s e s  in  f i s h i n g  l i c e n c e  d u t i e s  
(M inute No. 19) was n o te d  by th e  R e g io n a l C om m ittee on 6 th  F e b ru a ry , 
1978, f o r  c o n s id e r a t io n  a t  th e  a p p r o p r i a t e  t im e .
2 . In  a d d i t i o n ,  th e  R e g io n a l C om m ittee recommended t h a t  a p p l i c a t i o n  be 
made t o  th e  M in is te r  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  F i s h e r i e s  and Food f o r  a  c o n tin u ­
a t i o n  o f  th e  e x c u s a l  from  th e  l i c e n s in g  sy s te m  f o r :
( i )  e e l  f i s h i n g  w ith  rod  and l i n e  seaw ard  o f  th e  h ig h w a te r  m ark;
( i i )  f r e s h w a te r  and e e l  f i s h i n g  in  in la n d  w a te rs  o f  a  s u r f a c e  a r e a  
o f  n o t  more th a n  one h e c t a r e .
3 . T he R e g i o n a l  C o m m itte e  a l s o  recom m ended  t h a t  t h e r e  s h o u ld  b e  no  
v a r i a t i o n  in  e x i s t i n g  n e t  l i c e n c e  d u t i e s  in  1979 b u t  t h a t  an  i n v e s t i ­
g a t io n  sh o u ld  be c a r r i e d  o u t  i n to  th e  f e a s i b i l i t y  o f  th e  n e t  l i c e n c e  
d u t i e s  b e in g  b a se d  upon th e  u n ifo rm  p e rc e n ta g e s  o f  th e  a n n u a l d e c la r e d  
c a tc h e s  in  r e s p e c t  o f  th e  ty p e  o f  n e t  u se d  w ith  a  v iew  t o  c o n s id e r ­
a t i o n  f o r  im p le m e n ta tio n  on 1 s t  J a n u a r y ,  1980.
4 .  A f te r  s u b m iss io n  t o  th e  P o l ic y  and R e so u rc e s  C om m ittee on 6 th  M arch, 
1978 , th e s e  recom m endations w ere a p p ro v ed  by th e  A u th o r i ty  ort 2 0 th  
M a rc h , 1 9 7 8 , an d  a p p r o p r i a t e  n o t i c e s  h a v e  b e e n  p u b l i s h e d  in  t h e  
p r e s s .
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BRITISH STEEL CORPORATION -  
WORKINGTON WORKS -  EFFLUENT DISPOSAL
1 . F o r many y e a r s  e f f l u e n t s  from  th e  B r i t i s h  S t e e l  C o r p o r a t io n 's  w orks a t  
W ork ing ton  have been  d is c h a r g e d  t o  c o a s t a l  w a te r s  a t  a p o i n t  a p p ro x i­
m a te ly  2 kms so u th  o f  th e  S o u th  P i e r  a t  th e  m outh o f  th e  R iv e r  D erw en t. 
The d is c h a rg e ,  i s  n o t  c o n t r o l l a b l e  u n d e r e x i s t i n g  p o l l u t i o n  p r e v e n t io n  
l e g i s l a t i o n  a s  th e  o u t l e t  i s  l o c a t e d  o u t s id e  c o n t r o l l e d  t i d a l  w a te r s .
2 . D is c u s s io n s  have been  h e ld  w ith  B r i t i s h  S t e e l  and th e  C um bria Sea 
F i s h e r i e s  C om m ittee on a  p r o p o s a l  t o  d i s c h a r g e  e f f l u e n t  from  a  p r o ­
p o se d  new com plex d e s ig n e d  t o  r e p l a c e  th e  C o r p o r a t io n 's  e x i s t i n g  coke  
o v e n s . T re a tm e n t o f  th e  e f f l u e n t  i s  n o t  e n v is a g e d  a s  i t  i s  c o n s id e r e d  
t h a t  a n  e x te n d e d  o u t f a l l  w i l l  e n s u r e  s u i t a b l e  d i s p e r s i o n  o f  t h e  
e f f l u e n t .  I t  i s  u n d e rs to o d  t h a t  th e  S ea  F i s h e r i e s  C om m ittee have  
l i c e n s e d  th e  p ro p o se d  d is c h a r g e  on th e  a d v ic e  o f  t h e i r  c o n s u l t a n t  
m a r in e  b i o l o g i s t ,  a n d  a  c o p y  o f  t h e  l i c e n c e  h a s  b e e n  r e q u e s t e d .  
U l t im a te ly  th e  d i s c h a r g e  w i l l  become s u b je c t  t o  A u th o r i ty  c o n t r o l  when 
S e c t io n  31 o f  th e  C o n t r o l  o f  P o l lu t i o n  A c t i s  b ro u g h t i n to  f o r c e .
3 . W ater q u a l i t y  s u rv e y s  o f  th e  D erw ent e s tu a r y  a r e  p la n n e d  t h i s  y e a r  in  
o r d e r  t o  e s t a b l i s h ,  th e  p r e s e n t  q u a l i t y  s i t u a t i o n ,  and th e s e  w i l l  be 
c o n tin u e d  when - th e  new coke oven  p l a n t  i s  o p e r a t iv e  in  o r d e r  t o  a s s e s s  
p o s s ib l e  e f f e c t s .
4 . T h is  r e p o r t  i s  s u b m it te d  f o r  m em bers' in fo r m a t io n .
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TERMINATED ANGLING LEASES
On 6th February, 1978, the Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee 
considered a report previously approved by the Recreation Sub­
committee on 23rd January 1978, setting out proposals for dealing 
with terminated angling leases on the Authority's reservoirs.
Those reservoirs on which the leases had terminated (but were being 
renewed on a 12 month basis) had been placed in three categories as 
follows:-
Category 1 - Reservoirs with suitable treatment where there seemed 
to be no reason why angling rights should not be relet 
for club use for a period of seven years.
Recommendation of Recreation Sub-Committee
that negotiations be opened with a view to reletting 
the angling rights by lease for a period of seven 
years, offered in the first instance to the existing 
tenants subject to certain provisions.
Category 2 - Reservoirs receiving less than suitable treatment 
where there should be a review of the operation po­
sition, consideration of small scale improvement works 
or termination of use and leasing.
Category 3 -
Recommendation of Recreation Sub-Committee
That the leases be renewed only on an annual basis 
because of operational considerations.
Reservoirs where informal consultations had in­
dicated serious local interest in the setting up of 
public angling facilities under direct Authority 
management or joint arrangements with local authorities.
Recommendation of Recreation Sub-Committee
That these reservoirs be the subject of continuing 
consultations with the tenant clubs, other interested 
parties and authorities regarding the setting up of 
public angling (and in certain cases other recreational 
facilities), under Authority and/or local authority 
management arrangements. In the meantime terms be 
renewed for a further year if appropriate.
23. The Regional Committee's concern that reservoirs in Category 3 could 
be designated either solely for public angling, or public angling and 
other recreational activities, possibly to the detriment of existing 
lessees, was accepted by the Water Management Committee on 27th 
February 1978, who agreed that no final decision be taken to agree 
future activities on any of the reservoirs in Category 3 until such 
time as the appropriate Local Fisheries Advisory Committees have 
considered fully the effects of the proposals on the fisheries and the 
existing lessees.
4. Ennerdale Lake which lies within the area of the Copeland District 
Council is the sole water in Category 3 which is in the area of this 
Committee. Although the existing treatment plant would be considered 
inadequate for recreation to be allowed at a small reservoir, the size 
of Ennerdale Lake does permit the continuation of angling and other 
activity on a carefully managed basis.
5. Although this report is submitted for the information of members and 
to bring to their notice the course of action outlined in the recom­
mendation included in paragraph 3 above, the Committee may wish at 
this early stage to indicate their views on the future of angling on 
Ennerdale.
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REPORT BY THE AREA FISHERIES OFFICER ON 
'FISHERIES ACTIVITIES
1 . RIVER CONDITIONS AND FISHING
The r i v e r s  w ere  p re d o m in a n tly  a t  n e a r-n o rm a l l e v e l s  f o r  th e  tim e 
o f  y e a r ,  and w ere c l e a r  w ith  o n ly  o c c a s io n a l  f r e s h e t s  u n t i l  l a t e  
December when heavy  r a i n ,  fo llo w e d  by snow -m elt from  th e  f e l l s ,  k e p t  
them  w e l l  up f o r  m ost o f  J a n u a r y .  By th e  s t a r t  o f  th e  D erw ent salm on 
f i s h i n g  s e a so n  v e ry  c o ld  w e a th e r  had  b ro u g h t  l e v e l s  down t o  w e l l  below  
n o rm a l. Two f i s h  w ere r e p o r te d  ta k e n  from  th e  W ork ing ton  a re a  on th e  
o p e n in g  d a y , b u t  none have been  r e p o r te d  s in c e .
2 . MIGRATORY FISH MOVEMENTS
Due t o  h ig h  f lo w s  in  November spaw ning  s to c k s  w ere w e l l  d i s t r i b u t e d  
by D ecem ber. T h is  sh o u ld  have le d  t o  b e t t e r - th a n - a y e r l ig e  spaw ning 
s u c c e s s ;  how ever, a s  th e  e a r l i e r  re d d s  w ere m o s tly  o b s c u re d , i t  was 
n o t  p r a c t i c a l  to  a s s e s s  th e  t o t a l  number o f  re d d s  m ade. The J a n u a ry  
s p a te s  gave am ple o p p o r tu n i ty  f o r  k e l t s  to  r e t u r n  t o  s e a  and a  good 
number o f  w e ll-m en d ed  k e l t s  have been  se e n  in  th e  low er re a c h e s  o f  a l l  
r i v e r s .
3 . HOLMWRANGLE HATCHERY
( i )  S t a f f :  
( i i )  D is e a s e :
( i i i )  E quipm ent 
and 
B u i ld in g s :
Mr. P . I .  I r v in g  to o k  up h i s  a p p o in tm e n t a s  H a tc h e ry  
A s s i s t a n t  on 9 th  J a n u a ry  1978.
The p r e s e n c e  o f  M o r a x e l la  b a c t e r i a  in  t h e  1977 
Eden salm on f r y  was c o n firm e d  on 2 6 th  J a n u a ry  and 
fo l lo w in g  t r e a tm e n t  th e  m o r t a l i t i e s  f e l l .
Gas b u b b le  d i s e a s e  in c r e a s e d  in  th e  s to c k  a t  Holm­
w ran g le  be tw een  23 rd  and 3 0 th  J a n u a r y .  The in c r e a s e  
i s  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  a c ra c k e d  p ip e  le a d in g  from  th e  
b o re h o le .  T h is  damage was d e te c te d  when th e  p ip e  
b ro k e  on 3 0 th  J a n u a ry .  I t  was r e p a i r e d  th e  f o l ­
lo w in g  d a y  a n d  t h e  m o r t a l i t i e s  t h e n  d e c l i n e d .
A f i s h  g r a d e r  i s  b e in g  b u i l t  a t  H o lm w ra n g le  by  
members o f  th e  h a tc h e ry  s t a f f .  The g ra d e r  w i l l  
e n a b le  th e  s to c k s  o f  f i s h  a t  th e  h a tc h e ry  to  be 
s o r t e d  more e f f i c i e n t l y .
( iv )  Movements 400  x 9" b ro w n  t r o u t  h a v e  b e e n  s o l d  t o  Endm oor 
o f  F i s h :  A n g le rs  (K e n d a l) .
2(v) Stock List: Hatched
Northumberland Sea Trout
Border Esk Sea Trout
Eden Salmon
Rainbow Trout
Brown Trout
West Cumbrian Salmon
Wye Salmon
Kincardine Salmon
Brown Trout
Kincardine Salmon
Eden Salmon
Northumberland Sea Trout
Char
Rainbow Trout
Wye Salmon
Eden Salmon
Brown Trout
Northumberland Sea Trout
Rainbow Trout
Northumberland Sea Trout
4. POLLUTION INCIDENTS
On 27th February about 300 young trout and salmon died in Scale 
Beck, near Stainburn, Workington. The cause of the mortality appears 
to have been an influx of lime to a small tributary of the beck 
draining the Briery Dale Lane development site. The influx was due to 
excavation of a mound of lime left at the site of an old tannery. 
Following investigation, the work was completed under supervision.
5. FISH DISEASE
UDN disease, although present in all rivers, seems no longer to 
be sufficiently virulent to produce obvious gross symptoms except on 
kelts. Even in the case of these fish, it is possible that they may 
be affected only by post-spawning fungal attack. The only significant 
losses of fish have been on the Derwent and Cocker, where 55 dead fish 
were removed in December. These were all kelts and nearly all cock 
fish.
6. YEARL WEIR FISH COUNTER
Survey and design work for this ^counter is now virtually completed. 
Plans and estimates have been prepared and application for planning 
permission has been made to the local authority. The only design 
work outstanding concerns the determination of the precise datum 
height of the electrode pad. This requires further information on 
river velocities which will be obtained as soon as river conditions 
permit.
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CALENDAR OF MEETINGS 1978-79
1 . On 6 th  M arch , 1978 , th e  P o l ic y  and R e so u rc e s  C om m ittee ap p ro v ed  a 
d r a f t  c a le n d a r  o f  m e e tin g s  f o r  th e  A u th o r i ty ,  C om m ittees and Sub­
c o m m itte e s  f o r  th e  " A u th o r i ty  Y ear"  from  Ju n e  1978 t o  Ju n e  1979 , f o r  
s u b m is s io n  t o  th e  A u th o r i ty  f o r  c o n s id e r a t io n  a t  i t s  A nnual M eetin g  on  
1 9 th  J u n e ,  1978, in  a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  R u le  1 (3 ) o f  th e  R u le s  o f  th e  
A u th o r i ty .
2 . The d a te s  p ro p o se d  f o r  m e e tin g s  o f  th e  R e g io n a l and  L o c a l F i s h e r i e s  
A d v iso ry  C om m ittees a r e  s e t  o u t  in  th e  a p p e n d ix  h e r e t o  f o r  i n f o r ­
m a tio n . Any v a r i a t i o n s  made a t  th e  A nnual M eetin g  w i l l  be  n o t i f i e d  t o  
m em bers.
APPENDIX
REGIONAL AND LOCAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEES 
CALENDAR OF MEETINGS 1978-79
A d v iso ry  C om m ittee Time and D a te  o f  M eeting
M ersey and W eaver 2 .3 0
S o u th  and W est C um berland 2 .3 0
Eden and D i s t r i c t  2 .3 0
S o u th  L a n c a s h ire  2 .3 0
L une, Wyre and  F u rn e ss  2 .3 0
REGIONAL 2 .1 5
S ou th  and W est C um berland 2 .3 0
Eden and D i s t r i c t  2 .3 0
S o u th  L a n c a s h ire  2 .3 0
L une, Wyre and F u rn e ss  2 .3 0
M ersey  and W eaver 2 .3 0
REGIONAL 2 .1 5
S ou th  and W est C um berland 2 .3 0
Eden and D i s t r i c t  2 .3 0
S ou th  L a n c a s h ire  2 .3 0
Lune, Wyre and  F u rn e ss  2 .3 0
M ersey  and W eaver 2 .3 0
REGIONAL 2 .1 5
S ou th  and W est C um berland 2 .3 0
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F.2/A21 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
SOUTH AND WEST CUMBERLAND 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
3RD APRIL 1978
INSTITUTE OF FISHERIES MANAGEMENT 
ANNUAL STUDY COURSE - 19/21ST SEPTEMBER 1978
1. The Annual Study Course is being staged this year at Lancaster 
University on 19th 20th and 21st September and further information may 
be obtained from Dr. J.B. Leeming the Authority's Principal Scientist 
(Biology) who is acting as organising Secretary.
2. A varied programme is planned, which will include papers of local 
interest and a visit to sites on the rivers Lune and Leven and 
Windermere.
The cost of the course including accommodation, meals, annual dinner 
and the visit will be approximately £55. (Course Fee including visit 
£22.00, Lunch £1.75 per day Annual Dinner £6.00.)
3. The Authority's official delegation will, comprise seven members 
(Chairman of the Authority, Chairman of the Regional Fisheries 
Advisory Committee and the Chairmen of the Local Advisory Committees 
or their nominated representative) along with ten officers employed on 
fisheries work.
4. This report is submitted for the information of members and a further 
detailed programme will be cirulated at the next meeting of the 
Committee.
